MATERIAL SELECTION

How to Select the Best Material for
Your Wallet and Your Company




Reception Desks May Seem
Similar,
¢ KSe QNB b2 0H

Scour the Internet, and you will find reception

desks at as many different price points as you

I

can possibly imagine. Lacking awareness of
the differences can force novice buyers into

making selections based upon a look in a

picture, a color on a screen, a style shown on
a web page, or even a delivery date. After all,
— buyers are not furniture experts, so knowing
what to look for can be as foreign as speaking
TanemaHowever, when choosing an image
— to be the face of their company, selective
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more about what they are putting into place.

Not All
ReceptionDesks
Are TheSame


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanema_language

Smarter
Choices

- —

A Wellinformed Buyer Will
Make Smarter Choices

To be a smart, welhformed buyer, you will

want to know a little about material

differences and how they affect the look, feel,
and lifespan of your furniture and your

ability to intelligently compare prices as

opposed to guessing. Understanding these
differences will tell you how your furniture
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should pay for your reception desk. Now
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There are several material types commonly
used in office furniture construction. Each of
these materials costs a different amount to

buy and process as a raw material. | will

briefly take you through some of these, and
give you advantages and disadvantages so you
can decide where to best spend your

dollars and how to best represent your

company.




Thetop reasonto buy a pressboardreceptiondeskis the price.

Thiscanbe atemporarysolutionfor companiegust starting out

Pressboard is prepared from wood pulp and paper waste products.
Pressboard is overlaid with a laminate paper covering made to look
like wood grain.

and on a limited budget Pressboarcdhormally comesin a small

box with a lot of piecesthat require assembly The fact that it

ADVANTAGE

knocksdown into smallpiecesmakesit easyand lesscostlyto

ship.

Onedisadvantagen buyinga pressboardreceptiondeskis that

it doesnot have strength or integrity astrue furniture. Objects

with a bit of weight stored on them can exhibit bowing,

cracking,or breakage Moisture is the enemy of pressboard,

causingit to swell and split. Expectthe possibility of peeling
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paperlaminate



Melamine is a low-pressurelaminate, meaningthat it is only
pressurizedto 300-500 Ibs. per squareinch, as comparedto
other laminates with higher ratings Becausemelamine is
coated over boards made of tiny chips of wood utilized as a
pressedsubstrate,fastenersmay havethe propensityto loosen
from the substrateas furniture is moved or stressed Because
furniture is constructed from the board, all reception desks
must be constructed from separate panels as opposedto a

unitizedconstructionmethod.

dOVLINVAAVYSIA

Melamine

ADVANTAGE

Melamineis arelativelysturdy material,and generallycostsless
than other reception desk materials It can survive higher
temperatures than some other materials however, the
temperature is generally not a big requirement for your
reception desk L (ie@syto work with, and becauseit is pre-

laminated,it reducesabor coststo construct




While a bit pricier to work within both product costand

labor, HPL producesa harder, more durable surface It
Highpressure laminate, or HPL, is made up of many layers of craft paper
resinrimpregnated cellulose and pressurized from 1,000 to 2,000 Ibs. per
square inch. Extreme high pressure and heat create a thin material that is
extremely durable and comes in many colors. These thin sheets of
processed material are then laminated onto a substrate.

will wear better, last longer, and withstand heat,
scratches,and moisture better than its LP laminate

counterpart Asan upgrade,all HPLwork producedby 90

ADVANTAGE

Degree Office Conceptsis done using domesticgrade
maple plywood as a substrate (as opposedto industry

standardparticleboard)

HighPressure
Laminate

While HPLoffers more durable advantagesand a wider
breadth of color selectiongthan the materialsmentioned
above, HPL ,becauseof its strength, can be brittle and
may chip or break when battered. When HPL comes

togetherat a 90-degreeangle,its brown phenolicbacking
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isrevealed Thiscanbe a visualdesignissuefor some



Domestic Plywood

HPL On Domestic Plywood Substrate: for
stronger more durable, lasting bond for

fastener retention.

Unitized Construction

Our furniture is all screwed and glued
together as one piece, as opposed to

panel/segmented furniture.

Wide Range of Colors

Available in many colors ampétterns,



Thesameshortfallspresentin HPLare alsopresentin our
design collection, together with a slightly higher raw
material cost However, 90 Degree Office Concepts
providesprotective constructiondetailst suchassuchas
metal toe kicks, colormatched PVCedges,and corner

guardg to circumventmaterialshortcomings
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Designer
Laminate

ADVANTAGE

While offering the same material durability, designer
laminates focus upon on adding a stronger design
element, and creating a look and feel uncommon to
standard HPL More refined texture, closer wood
simulation, and unique patterns are often featured In
addition, many SpecialtyLaminateshave a solid color
from faceto back,thus eliminatingthat phenolicbrown

linecommonto HPLat corners




WOOD VENEER

ADVANTAGE

Woodveneeris a popularchoice therefore, it is slightlylesscostlythan solidwoods Wood providesa natural elementfor your receptionarea,
aswell asarich, warm, classicupscalelook that is only indigenousto wood. Thereis a certainfeel that wood transmitsthat cannotbe achieved

by mostman-madematerials

Onthe life-cyclesideof wood veneer,scratcheschips,and scrapesanoften be repairedto addto the lifespanof your receptionfurniture.

Wood canbe coloredandfinishedin anycolorimaginable and are offered in anypreferredsheen

DISADVANTAGE

While wood veneerhasa lot of upsides,there is no doubt aboutit: you will pay more for it than many manmadematerials The primary cost

associatedvith maplewood veneeris somewhatinherentto the materialitself, but is mainlydueto the preparatoryandfinishinglabor.



Maple Wood Veneer Wood Veneer in Sheets Range of Color Finishes

Maple has a fine, consistent grain that makes for a al LXS Aa 2yS 2F (KS KI NRSNJ KI NRbdRadkoidnaplelisitwarmicdnsi@eyit 3radidg
handsome, uniform appearance, and it sands to a and more durable than other woods, so it takes GKFG GF1Sa adlrAya oSl dziATo
glasssmooth finish with ease. everything life throws at it and looks beautiful for near-noir shades show a rich, deep, even tone.

years to come




ExoticWood Veneer Wood Veneer In Sheets

Furniture makers use veneers because it allows them With exotic veneer sheets you can turn simple
greater freedom with their designs and make the projects into weHcrafted works of art that will look
finished piece more stable and more cost effective to just as good as rare wood species.

produce.

Range of Color Finishes

Some wood species can be quite rare and this
scarcity makes buying the wood near impossible for
projects on a budget. With veneer you get a less

expensive product that is readily available.




LACEWOOD

LIMBA BLACK MAHOGANY CROTC

EXOTIC WOODS

MAKORE MAKORE QUATERE
FIGURED




BIRDSEYE MAPLE BURL MAPLE
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REDWOOD ROSEWOOD SANTO

EXOTIC WOODS

SAPELE ENGLISH SYCAMO



TEAK WALNUT

ZEBRAWOOD WENGE

EXOTIC WOODS
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